
 

 

 
 

Agilent CrossLab Compliance Services 
Agilent CrossLab is designed to fit traditional quality systems used by firms and recognized by regulatory agencies worldwide. 
Note: Enterprise Edition has been renamed Agilent CrossLab Compliance; all functionality remains the same. 

How Agilent CrossLab aligns with a traditional, paper-based methodology: 
• Policy documents dictate the need for validation and qualification of GMP/GLP systems and usually mention the 

DQ/IQ/OQ/PQ model. The precise procedures for IQ and OQ for each type of equipment are prescribed in an approved 
SOP, perhaps called SOP #123: Qualification of HPLC Systems. In Agilent CrossLab, the equipment qualification plan 
(EQP) has the same role as the traditional qualification SOP. 

• The traditional SOP provides lists of tests and limits for the range of system configurations found in the laboratory. The 
EQP follows this concept. The inventory of systems covered by an SOP or EQP changes over time, so this is kept as a 
separate record. 

• The traditional qualification SOP typically has blank results forms as attachments to be photocopied for each IQ or OQ 
event–the results recorded in ink with manual calculations. In Agilent CrossLab, this execution process is streamlined and 
automated by use of Adobe forms and the Agilent Compliance Engine (ACE) delivery tool. It provides reports with no hand-
writing errors; validated calculations; automated pass/fail report; traceability to raw data and the number of times a test 
was run. This automation provides efficiency and enforces compliance to procedure. 

• The traditional qualification SOP is approved and released only once–replacing the need to author individual protocols for 
each chromatography system. This is the same concept for the EQP. The appropriate tests for each individual 
configuration are automatically selected by ACE from the list in the approved EQP–at time of delivery. The final reports are 
unique for each system and each qualification event–but the single approved EQP can cover a lab, department, or as wide 
a scope as desired. 

• In the traditional qualification methodology, there is no convenient provision to record the actual workflow of the tests 
execution and results. In the event that a test is repeated during the Agilent CrossLab delivery, ACE maintains a counter 
per test which is automatically incremented for GxP compliant work, and the engineer generates a deviation note within 
the ACE report. 
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Design Qualification (DQ) 
DQ for commercial lab instruments is recommended by some, but not all, guidances and procedures. Definitions of DQ found in 
guidances and firm-specific validation procedures vary widely around the world. Some firms require nothing more than a record 
(such as certificate) from the instrument manufacturer demonstrating that the lab system has been designed for purpose and 
manufactured to a quality standard. Others treat DQ as the development of a user requirement specification document (URS) 
which can be matched to the IQ and OQ specifications for a manufacturer. Other firms consider DQ as including the vendor 
selection activities. 
USP Chapters literature definition of DQ: 
Design qualification (DQ) is the documented collection of activities that define the functional and operational specifications of 
the instrument and criteria for selection of the vendor, based on the intended purpose of the instrument. Design qualification 
(DQ) may be performed not only by the instrument developer or manufacturer but also may be performed by the user. The 
manufacturer is generally responsible for robust design and maintaining information describing how the analytical instrument 
is manufactured (design specifications, functional requirements, etc.) and tested before shipment to users. Nonetheless, the 
user should ensure that commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) instruments are suitable for their intended application and that the 
manufacturer has adopted a quality system that provides for reliable equipment. Users should also determine capability of the 
manufacturer for support installation, services, and training. 
For your reference, Agilent provides the following statements for DQ purposes: 
1. All Agilent hardware and software laboratory products including the ACE software used to deliver qualification services, 

are designed, manufactured, and tested according to Agilent internal Quality Life-Cycle Development Procedures. 
2. Certificates of Agilent testing, validation, and conformance to standards are provided with new Agilent instruments and 

similar certification is provided for ACE software. These documents are checked and recorded in Agilent CrossLab 
Compliance Services IQ. 

3. Agilent maintains information describing how products are manufactured and maintains a problem and bug reporting 
program as required by international software quality guidelines. 

4. The OQ specifications in this EQP can be used, as appropriate, by the user to prepare URS. The OQ specifications in this 
EQP represent the levels of performance acceptable to regulatory agencies for the technique; conform to typical 
specifications found in validation literature; are equally suitable for OQ at installation and on-going OQ throughout 
operational lifetime; are equivalent to the OQ specifications published in the legacy Agilent Classic OQPV protocols; and 
are suitable for most user requirements. 

5. Agilent Technologies is capable of installation, support, preventive maintenance, on-going qualification, and re-
qualification after repair and user training worldwide. 

Installation Qualification (IQ)  
IQ checks and tests for Agilent hardware and software products include the following: 
1. Purchase Order Details: Allows the customer to verify that the instrument being qualified matches their design 

requirements (if available) and purchase order. 
2. Preparation and Installation Details: Gathers and records information about preparation and installation documents. 
3. Documentation: Gathers and records information about reference and user manuals for initial installations. 
4. Product Quality Assurance Details: Collects and records certificates and other forms that verify that the vendor has 

developed and built the product according to internal standards. 
5. Startup: Verifies that all modules start up properly. 
6. Instrument Check (hardware only): Demonstrates that all modules of the instrument are correctly installed and connected. 

It does not test instrument performance as fully as OQ. This test is not necessary and therefore skipped if an OQ is to be 
performed by Agilent operator at installation after IQ. 

7. Installation Verification (software only): Verifies the correctness of all installation-related files. 

  



 

 

Operational Qualification (OQ) 
Refer to the appropriate Test Definitions document for a detailed description of the testing program, setpoints, and acceptance 
limits for each system technique, category, and instrument configuration. 

Dual-Acceptance Limits 
(Applies to hardware qualifications only) 
Within the EQP of Agilent CrossLab, each of the tests final result can be compared against two different limits if required. This 
allows customer-configured OQ to report against a User Limit (Limit 1) and the Agilent Recommended Limit (Limit 2) 
simultaneously. 
In the standard EQP documents, Limit 1 and 2 values are the same – effectively de-activating this feature. Custom EQPs can 
also be prepared on request, making effective use of the two-limit feature of the Agilent Compliance Engine (ACE). In those 
cases, Limit 2 will always be the Agilent Recommended limit, and Limit 1 will be the limit requested by the user.  
Agilent will not be under any obligation regarding the OQ testing results against user-requested limits that are more stringent 
than the Agilent Recommended ones. 

Re-Qualification after Repair (RQ) Hardware 
(Applies to hardware qualifications only) 
In the event of a hardware breakdown followed by an engineering repair of a qualified instrument, it is necessary to re-qualify 
the system to an appropriate level before release back into operational use. 
For some of the instrument techniques, Agilent offers a service contract to repair and re-qualify an instrument during the 
period between scheduled annual OQs. 
The level of re-testing is prescribed in the RQ section of ACE: a form is displayed for the operator showing all types of repair 
possible and the re-testing required. Part of an example form is shown below. 

Re-Qualification After Repair 
Pump Strategies  

Repair/Replace Strategy   Modules OQ/PV Testing 
Internal pump head parts, active inlet valve (or AIV cartridge), (parts 
of) check valves, reference valves, inlet manifold or pump drive, or 
taking pump head apart to clean (versus repair)   

Any pump Flow Accuracy & Precision 

Pulse damper, pressure transducer   Any pump Flow Accuracy & Precision 
Multi-channel gradient valve   Quaternary Flow Accuracy & Precision 

Gradient Composition 
 
The full list of repair and re-test guidance is available for review by customers of the RQ service. 
The RQ form in ACE prescribes which tests the operator must perform for each repair circumstance. The test procedure, 
setpoints, and limits will be an exact repeat of the previous OQ test (a regression-testing strategy). 
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